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6. The figure of the drawings to be published with the abstract is Figure No. 5_ 
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A program specific information data structure facilitates communication of program content and program guide data with attached 
multimedia objects including audio, video, animation, still image, Internet, Email, text and other types of data. The data structure supports 
uni-directional communication applications, e.g. passive viewing, and bi-directional communication applications, e.g. interactive type 
functions. A decoder (100) processes packetized program data and program specific information containing ancillary description information 
including multimedia object type, location and other descriptive indicators. These indicators are used in acquiring (22, 60), and decoding 
(30, 37, 60) multimedia objects derived from different sources for presentation (45, 50) in composite video images representing video 
program content or program guides, for example. Additional ancillary location and acquisition description information enables acquisition 
of supplementary program specific information elements and program content data. 
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been amended and are the basis for this report and/or sheets containing rectifications made before this Authority 
(see Rule 70.16 and Section 607 of the Administrative Instructions under the PCT). 

These annexes consist of a total of 10 sheets. 
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I S Basis of the report 
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Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 
Lack of unity of invention 

Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations suporting such statement 
Certain documents cited 
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I. Basis of the report 

1 This report has been drawn on the basis ot (substitute sheets which have been furnished to the receiving Office in 
response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this report as "originally filed" and are not annexed to 
the report since they do not contain amendments.): 

Description, pages: 

1 _27 as originally filed 



Claims, No. 

1-48 



as amended under Article 19 



Drawings, sheets: 

1/13-13/13 as originally filed 

2. The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages: 

□ the claims, Nos.: 

□ the drawings, sheets: 

3. □ This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been 

considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed (Rule 70.2(c)): 

4. Additional observations, if necessary: 



III. 



Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 



The questions whether the claimed invention appears to be novel, to involve an inventive step (to be non-obvious), 
or to be industrially applicable have not been examined in respect of: 



□ the entire international application. 
E3 claims Nos. 22-48. 



because: 
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□ the said international application, or the said claims Nos. relate to the following subject matter which does 
not require an international preliminary examination (specify: 

£3 the description, claims or drawings (indicate particular elements be/ow) or said claims Nos. 22-43 are so 
unclear that no meaningful opinion could be formed (specify): 

see separate sheet 

El the claims, or said claims Nos. 22-48 are so inadequately supported by the description that no meaningful 
opinion could be formed. 

□ no international search report has been established for the said claims Nos. . 

V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial 
applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1. Statement 



Novelty (N) 


Yes: 


Claims 


1-21 




No: 


Claims 




Inventive step (IS) 


Yes: 


Claims 


1-21 




No: 


Claims 




Industrial applicability (IA) 


Yes: 


Claims 
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No: 


Claims 





2. Citations and explanations 
see separate sheet 

VI. Certain documents cited 

1. Certain published documents (Rule 70.10) 
and / or 

2. Non-written disclosures (Rule 70.9) 
see separate sheet 
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VII. Certain defects in the international application 

The following defects in the form or contents of the international application have been noted: 
see separate sheet 



Form PCT/lPEA/409 (Boxes I- VIII, Sheet 3) (January 1994) 



INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY International application No. PCT/US98/21 556 

EXAMINATION REPORT - SEPARATE SHEET 



III. Non-establishment of report 

1. Claims 22 through 48, filed with the International Bureau under Article 19 PCT, 
have not been examined with respect to novelty, inventive step and industrial 
applicability because: 

- in independent claims 22, 35, 37 and 41: it is not clear what is meant by 
"information describing a method said method description information 
comprising (a) information enabling identification of a method, and (b) 
information for initiating activation of said method upon a predetermined 
event"; and 

- no support of the features of any of claims 22 to 48 are to be found in the 
description. 

2. Besides, since claims 1 through 21 are only concerned with "multimedia object 
description information comprising (a) a location indicator identifying a 
location of a multimedia for use in acquiring said multimedia object, and (b) a 
type indicator identifying a multimedia object type for use in decoding said 
multimedia object" (see independent claims 1, 10, 12 and 19), claims 22-48 would 
appear not to be so linked with claims 1-21 as to form a single general inventive 
concept (Rule 13.1 PCT). 

V. Reasoned statement 

1 . Reference is made to the following documents: 

D1 : ETS 300 468: 'Digital broadcasting systems for television, sound and data 
services; specification for service information (SI) in digital broadcasting 
(DVB) systems' EUROPEAN TELECOMMUNICATION STANDARD, 
EUROPEAN TELECOMMUNICATIONS STANDARDS INSTITUTE, October 
1995, XP002079535; 

D2: TEN KATE W. ET AL.: 'trigg&link: a new dimension in television program 
making' MULTIMEDIA APPLICATIONS, SERVICES AND TECHNIQUES - 
ECMAST'97, 21 - 23 May 1997, pages 51-65, XP002094655 Milan, Italy. 
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2. Claims 1, 10, 12 and 19: 

D1 discloses an apparatus for decoding (see "Decoder (IRD)" on page 7, 
paragraph 1) packetized program information (see "Transport Stream packets" on 
page 13, paragraph 5.1.2) from a first source to provide data content of a 
program, comprising: 

means for identifying ancillary information (see "additional information" on 
page 7, paragraph 1) in said packetized program information, said ancillary 
information including information describing a multimedia object (such as the 
video, image or text to be displayed); 

means for acquiring and decoding said multimedia object (implicitly); and 
means for formatting said multimedia object for display (see "intended for 
display to the user" on page 7, paragraph 1). 

D1 neither discloses nor fairly suggests multimedia object description information 
comprising both (a) a location indicator identifying a location of a multimedia 
object for use in acquiring said multimedia object, and (b) a type indicator 
identifying a multimedia object for use in decoding said multimedia object, so that 
said multimedia object can be acquired and decoded using said multimedia object 
description information, thus advantageously enabling multimedia objects at a 
plurality of different remote and local sources to be acquired at a decoder and 
assembled to produce an individual program and program guide for display to the 
user. 

D2 only illustrates a multimedia object created by merging Internet and broadcast 
(see paragraph 2 on pages 52-53). 

Consequently, claims 1, 10, 12 and 19 appear to satisfy the criteria of Article 33 
PCT. 

3. Claims 2-9, 11, 13-18, 20 and 21: 

These claims are dependent claims and, as such, also meet the requirements of 
Article 33 PCT. 
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CLAIMS 

1. Apparatus for decoding packetized program information 
from a first source to provide data content of/ a program, comprising: 
5 means for identifying (22,60) ancillary information in said 

packetized program information, said ancillary information including 
information describing a multimedia image object associated with an 
image in said packetized program information, said multimedia object 
description information comprising, / 
10 (a) a location indicator /(610) identifying a location of 

a multimedia object for use in acquiring said multimedia object, and 

(b) a type indicator y605) identifying a multimedia 
object type for use in decoding said multimedia object; and 

means for acquiring ana decoding (22, 30, 60) said 
15 multimedia object using said multimedia object description 
information; and / 

means for formatting Q0, 37, 60) said multimedia object 

for display. 



20 2. Apparatus according to claim 1, wherein 

said location indicator identifies a location of said 
multimedia object in one of (a) said packetized program information 
from said first source, and (b)/ information derived from a second 
source different to said first source. 



3. Apparatus according to claim 2, wherein 
said location indicator identifies a location of said 
multimedia object derived fro n said first source using one of (a) an 
MPEG compatible packet Identifier (PID), (b) an MPEG compatible 



30 Digital Storage Media code. 
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4. Apparatus according to claim 2, whe/ein 
said location indicator identifies 4 location of said 

multimedia object derived from said second sourc^ using one of (a) an 
Internet URL, (b) an Internet IP address, (c) aft Email address, (d) a 
telephone/fax/ videophone number. 

5. Apparatus according to claim /4, wherein 

said means for acquiring said multimedia object includes 

/ 

establishing bi-directional communication with said second source 
using said location indicator, and said Jbi-directional communication 
path is different to the communication/ path between said decoding 
apparatus and said first source. 




6. Apparatus according to/ claim 1, wherein 
15 said multimedia object tvpe comprises at least one of, (a) a 

video segment or still image, (b) an audio segment, (c) text, (d) an 
Internet web page or Internet dap, (e) an advertisement, (f) an icon 
for user selection of a service, (g)|an animation segment, (h) an Email 
message, (i) a user prompting ipdicator, and (j) a broadcast channel 
20 identification icon. 



25 



7. Apparatus according to claim 1, wherein 
said multimedia jbbject description information further 
includes at least one of, (a) an object start time, (b) an object duration, 
(c) an object display mode, Qi) an object version number, (e) an object 
format, for use in decoding. 
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8. Apparatus according to claim 1, wherein 

said formatting means includes means for associating said 
multimedia object with one of (a) a video image, and (b) audio data, 
5 and 

said formatting means forms a composite image for 
display combining said multimedia object and at least one of, (a) a n 
electronic program guide, (b) a video program, and (c) an Internet 
web page image. 

10 

9. Apparatus according to claim 1, wherein 

said ancillary information comprises program specific 
information for conveying an electronic program guide from said first 
source, and wherein 
15 said multimedia object is associated with said electronic 

program guide. 

10. A storage medium containing digital data representing 
video information comprising: 

20 packetized program information representing a video 

program; and 

ancillary information (205, 210, 215, 220) including 
information describing a multimedia image object associated with an 
image in said packetized program information, said multimedia object 
25 description information comprising, 

(a) a location indicator (610) identifying a location of 
said multimedia object for use in acquiring said multimedia object, 
and 

(b) a type indicator (605) identifying a multimedia 
30 object type for use in decoding said multimedia object; and 
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information (215; 825; 840) for ass/ciating said 
multimedia object with an image in said packatized program 
information. 

11. A storage medium according to claim 10, wherein 
said ancillary information comprises program specific 

information containing an electronic program guide, and wherein 

said multimedia object is associat^i with said electronic 

program guide. 



12. A method for forming program guide information at a 
first source suitable for decoding packeti/ed program information to 
provide data content of a program, comp/ising the steps of: 

forming information describing a multimedia image object 
15 associated with an image in said packexized program information, said 
multimedia object description information comprising, 

(a) a location indicator identifying a location of a 
multimedia object for use in acquiring said multimedia object, and 

(b) a type indicator identifying a multimedia object 
20 type for use in decoding said multimedia object; and 

forming linking information associating said multimedia 
object with an image in said pacMetized program information; and 

incorporating said | multimedia object description 
information and said linking information into packetized data for 
25 output to a transmission channel. 
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13. A method according to claim 12, wherein 

said location indicator identifies a /location of said 

multimedia object in one of (a) said packetized program information 
5 from said first source, and (b) information derived from a second 
source different to said first source. 

14. A method according to claim 13 f , wherein 

said location indicator identifies a location of said 

/ 

10 multimedia object from said first source using one of (a) an MPEG 



compatible packet Identifier (PID), (b) anf MPEG compatible Digital 
Storage Media code. 

15. A method according to claim 13, wherein 
15 said location indicator identifies a location of said 

multimedia object derived from said second source using one of (a) a n 
Internet URL, (b) an Internet IP ad<$ress, (c) an Email address, (d) a 
telephone/fax/ videophone number j 

20 16. A method according to claim 15, wherein 

/ 

said multimedia object? type comprises at least one of, (a) a 
video segment or still image, (p) an audio segment, (c) text, (d) an 
Internet web page or Internet /data, (e) an advertisement, (f) an icon 
for user selection of a service, |g) an animation segment, (h) an Email 
25 message, (i) a user prompting! indicator, and (j) a broadcast channel 
identification icon. 



WO 99/20049 PCT/US98/21556 

33 

17. A method according to claim 12, wherem 

said multimedia object description information further 
includes at least one of, (a) an object start time, (b) In object duration, 
5 (c) an object display mode, (d) an object version njamber, (e) an object 
format, for use in decoding. 

18. A method according to claim U2, wherein 

/ 

said linking information associated said multimedia object 
10 with at least one of, (a) an electronic program guide, (b) a video 

19. A method for decoding packetized program 
information to provide data content M a program, comprising the 

15 steps of: / 

identifying ancillary information in said packetized 
program information, said ancillary /information including information 
describing a multimedia image object associated with an image in said 
packetized program information, /said multimedia object description 
20 information comprising, 

(a) a location /indicator identifying a location of a 
multimedia object for use in acquiring said multimedia object, and 



(b) a type indicator identifying a multimedia object 
/ 

type for use in decoding sai<J multimedia object; and 
25 acquiring and decoding said multimedia object using said 

multimedia object description information; and 

formatting said /multimedia object for display. 
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20. A method according to claim 19, including the step of 
associating said multimedia objecu with one of (a) a video 

image, and (b) audio data. / 

21. A method according to claim/ 20, including the step of 
forming a composite image fj>r display combining said 

multimedia object and at least one of, (a) an electronic program guide, 
(b) a video program, and (c) an Internet &eb page image. 
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AMENDED CLAIMS f 

[received by the International Bureau on 30 March 1999 (30.03.99); 
new claims 22-48 added; remaining claims unchanged/ 15 pages)] 



L Apparatus for decoding packetized program information 
from a first source to provide data content °j/ a P ro S ra ni, comprising: 

means for identifying (22,60) ancillary information in said 
packetized program information, said ancillary information including 
information describing a multimedia image object associated with an 
image in said packetized program informition, said multimedia object 



1 0 description information comprising 



. / 



(a) a location indicator (610) identifying a location of 
a multimedia object for use in acquiring said multimedia object, and 

(b) a type indicator (605) identifying a multimedia 
object type for use in decoding sara multimedia object; and 

15 means for acquiring/ and decoding (22, 30, 60) said 

multimedia object using sara multimedia object description 
information; and 

means for formatting (30, 37, 60) said multimedia object 

for display. 

20 

2. Apparatus according to claim 1, wherein 
said location /indicator identifies a location of said 
multimedia object in one jof (a) said packetized program information 
from said first source, and (b) information derived from a second 
25 source different to said first source. 



saic 

/ 
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3. Apparatus according to claim 2, wherein 

said location indicator identifies/ a location of said 
multimedia object derived from said first source using one of (a) an 
5 MPEG compatible packet Identifier (PID), ^b) an MPEG compatible 
Digital Storage Media code. 

4. Apparatus according to claim 2, wherein 
said location indicator identifies a location of said 

10 multimedia object derived from said second source using one of (a) an 

7 

Internet URL, (b) an Internet IP address, (c) an Email address, (d) a 
telephone/fax/ videophone number. 

5. Apparatus according jto claim 4, wherein 

15 said means for acquiring said multimedia object includes 

establishing bi-directional communication with said second source 

/ 

using said location indicator, and said bi-directional communication 

path is different to the communication path between said decoding 

/ 

apparatus and said first source. 



20 



6. Apparatus according to claim 1, wherein 



said multimedia object type comprises at least one of, (a) a 

I 

video segment or still image, (b) an audio segment, (c) text, (d) an 
Internet web page or Internet data, (e) an advertisement, (f) an icon 



25 for user selection of a service, (g) an animation segment, (h) an Email 
message, (i) a user prompting indicator, and (j) a broadcast channel 
identification icon. 
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7. Apparatus according to claim 1, wherein 

said multimedia object description /information further 

includes at least one of, (a) an object start time,^fb) an object duration, 
5 (c) an object display mode, (d) an object versioji number, (e) an object 

format, for use in decoding. 



8. Apparatus according to claim/l, wherein 

said formatting means includes/ means for associating said 
10 multimedia object with one of (a) a videcf image, and (b) audio data, 
and 

said formatting means forms a composite image for 
display combining said multimedia object and at least one of, (a) an 
electronic program guide, (b) a video program, and (c) an Internet 
15 web page image. 

9. Apparatus according /to claim 1, wherein 
said ancillary information comprises program specific 

information for conveying an electronic program guide from said first 
20 source, and wherein I 

said multimedia otject is associated with said electronic 

program guide. 

10. A storage meaium containing digital data representing 



25 video information comprising 

I 

packetized program information representing a video 

program; and | 

ancillary information (205, 210, 215, 220) including 
information describing a multimedia image object associated with an 
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image in said packetized program /information, said 

multimedia object description information comprising, 

(a) a location indicator (61^0) identifying a location of 
said multimedia object for use in acquiring said multimedia object, 

5 and / 

(b) a type indicator (605) identifying a multimedia 

/ 

object type for use in decoding said multimedia object; and 

information (215; 825 >/ 84 °) for associating said 
multimedia object with an imag^ in said packetized program 
10 information. 




11. A storage medium/ according to claim 10 ? wherein 

said ancillary information comprises program specific 

/ 

information containing an electronic program guide, and wherein 



15 said multimedia object is associated with said electronic 

program guide. 

12. A method fori forming program guide information at a 
first source suitable for decoding packetized program information to 
20 provide data content of a program, comprising the steps of; 

forming information describing a multimedia image object 
associated with an image ^n said packetized program information, said 
multimedia object description information comprising, 

(a) a location indicator identifying a location of a 
25 multimedia object for use in acquiring said multimedia object, and 

(b) a type indicator identifying a multimedia object 
type for use in decoding said multimedia object; and 

forming linking information associating said multimedia 
object with an image in said packetized program information; and 
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incorporating said multimedia/ object description 

information and said linking information into/ packetized data for 
output to a transmission channel. 

13. A method according to claim il2, wherein 

said location indicator identifies a location of said 

/ 

multimedia object in one of (a) said packetized program information 
from said first source, and (b) information derived from a second 
source different to said first source. 



14. A method according r.of claim 13, wherein 

said location indicator /identifies a location of said 
multimedia object from said first source using one of (a) an MPEG 
compatible packet Identifier (PIDf), (b) an MPEG compatible Digital 
15 Storage Media code. / 

15. A method according to claim 13. wherein 

said location indicator identifies a location of said 
multimedia object derived, fr oi said second source using one of (a) an 
20 Internet URL, (b) an Interne/ IP address, (c) an Email address, (d) a 

/ 

telcphone/fax/videophone Inumber. 

16. A method Jaccording to claim 15, wherein 

said multimedia object type comprises at least one of, (a) a 
25 video segment or still image, (b) an audio segment, (c) text, (d) an 
Internet web page or Internet data, (e) an advertisement, (f) an icon 
for user selection of a service, (g) an animation segment, (h) an Email 
message, (i) a user prompting indicator, and G) a broadcast channel 
identification icon. ? 
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17. A method according to claim |12, wherein 
said multimedia object description information further 
includes at least one of, (a) an object start lilne, (b) an object duration, 
5 (c) an object display mode, (d) an object version number, (e) an object 
format, for use in decoding. 



18, A method according to claim 12, wherein 

said linking information associates said multimedia object 
10 with at least one of, (a) an electro/ic program guide, (b) a video 
program, (c) an audio program and Id) an Internet web page image. 

19. A method fof decoding packetized program 
information to provide data content of a program, comprising the 

15 steps of: 

identifying ancilla/y information in said packetized 
program information, said ancillary information including information 
describing a multimedia image/ object associated with an image in said 
packetized program information, said multimedia object description 

20 information comprising, / 

(a) a location indicator identifying a location of a 
multimedia object for use /in acquiring said multimedia object, and 

(b) a type indicator identifying a multimedia object 
type for use in decoding Jsaid multimedia object; and 

25 acquiring and decoding said multimedia object using said 

multimedia object description information; and 

formatting said multimedia object for display. 
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20. A method according to claim 19, including the step of 
associating said multimedia objec/ with one of (a) a video 

image, and (b) audio data. 

21. A method according to claim 20. including the step of 
forming a composite image /for display combining said 

multimedia object and at least one of, (atf an electronic program guide, 
(b) a video program, and (c) an Intern/t web page image. 



22. Apparatus for decoding packetized program 
information from a first source to orovide data content of a program, 
comprising: / 

means for identifying ancillary information in said 

15 packetized program information, /said ancillary information including 

information describing a method associated with an image object in 

/ 

said packetized program information, said method description 
information comprising, / 

(a) information enabling identification of a method, 

20 and / 

(b) information for initiating activation of said 
method upon a predetermined event; and 

means for acquiring and decoding said method using said 
method description infornXtion; and 
25 means for initiating activation of said method upon said 

predetermined event usinlg said method description information. 
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23. Apparatus according to claim |22, wherein 
said method comprises software / for performing at least 
one of the following functions, (a) altering user interface display 
controls, (b) generating an image window within an encompassing 
image (c) generating an HTML or SGML/document (d) generating a 
menu of selectable items (e) generating /an icon representing a user 
selectable item for display, (f) generating an image window for 
initiating Internet access, (g) generating! an image window supporting 
an electronic commerce transaction, | and (h) dialing a telephone 
number. 



15 



24. Apparatus according jj?to claim 23, wherein altering user 
interface display controls comprises/ modifying at least one of 

(a) keyboard/mouse button response characteristics, (b) 
display video characteristics, and#(c) audio characteristics. 



20 



and 



25. Apparatus according to claim 22, wherein 

said method comprises software for at least one of, 

(a) providing! descriptive text for said image object. 



(b) providing at least one user selectable control 



item associated with said image object. 
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26. Apparatus according to claim 22/ wherein 

said information for initiating activation of said method 
upon a predetermined event comprises information for at least one of, 
5 (a) activating said method in response to user/ selection of a command 
or displayed menu item, (b) activating said /method in response to a 
scheduled event, (c) activating said method in sequence following 
completion of a particular function, and id) activating said method 
substantially immediately said method Js processed and ready for 
10 activation. 

27. Apparatus according to /claim 26, wherein 
said information for initiating activation of said method 

upon a scheduled event comprises a /Start time indication. 



15 
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28. Apparatus according/ to claim 27, wherein 

said start time indication is associated with a specific 

video program and is derived/ from electronic program guide 

information. 



29. Apparatus according to claim 27, wherein 
said information fpr initiating activation of said method 
further includes a duration. 



25 30. Apparatus according to claim 22, wherein 

said ancillary information includes electronic program 
guide information from said first source. 
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31. Apparatus according to claim 27, wherein 

said ancillary information further includes information for 

acquiring said method from said first source comp/ising, 

a data identifier for identifying a location of said method 

conveyed within said packetized program information from said first 



source. 



32. Apparatus according to claim 22, wherein 

said ancillary information furttfer includes acquisition 
information for use in acquiring said method from a second source 
different to said first source, and 

said acquisition information / includes one of (a) an 
Internet URL, (b) an Internet IP address, |c) an Email address, and (d) 
a telephone/fax/videophone number. 

33. Apparatus according to/ claim 32, wherein 

said means for acquiring said method includes 
establishing bi-directional communication with said second source 
using said acquisition information. and said bi-directional 
communication path is different td the communication path between 
said decoding apparatus and said /first source. 

/ . • 

34. Apparatus according to claim 22. including 
formatting means /for forming a composite image for 

display combining an image p/oduced using said method and at least 
one of, (a) an electronic program guide, (b) a video program, and (c) 
an Internet web page image 
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35. A storage medium containing I digital data 
representing video information comprising: / 

packetized program information representing a video 
program; and 

ancillary information including information describing a 
method associated with an image object in said ypacketized program 
information, said method description information comprising, 

(a) information enabling identification of a method, 
and / 

(b) information for initiating activation of said 
method upon a predetermined event; and 



/ 



information for associating said method with an image 
object in said packetized program information. 



36. A storage medium according to claim 35, wherein 
said ancillary information /includes electronic program 

guide information, and wherein 

said method is associated/ with said electronic program 

guide. 

37. A method for forming program guide information at a 
first source suitable for decoding packetized program information to 
provide data content of a program,! comprising the steps of: 

forming information c|e$cribing a method associated with 
one or more images in said packetized program information, said 
method description information comprising, 

(a) information | enabling identification of a method, 
and I 

(b) information for initiating activation of said 
method upon a predetermined e*vent; and 
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forming linking information associating /said method 
with an image in said packetizcd program information; and 

incorporating said method description information and 
said linking information into packetized data idr output to a 
5 transmission channel. 

38. A method according to claim 37, wherein 
said method identification information/ identifies a location 
of said method in said packetized program information from said first 
10 source. 



39. A method according to claim 37, wherein 

said method description infornfation includes data for 

I 

acquiring said method from a second source different to said first 

15 source using one of (a) an Internet URL, (b 1 ) an Internet IP address, (c) 

/ 

an Email address, (d) a telephone/fax/videophone number. 

/ 

40. A method according to c^aim 37, wherein 

said linking information associates said method with at 
20 least one of, (a) an electronic program /guide, (b) a video program, (c) 
an audio program and (d) an Internet /web page image. 

41 A method for processing packetized program 

/ • 
information to provide data content of a program, comprising the 

25 steps of: I 

identifying ancillary [information in said packetized 
program information, said ancillary information including information 
describing a method associated (with one or more images in said 
packetized program information, Jaid method description information 

30 comprising. 
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(a) information enabling identification of 
a method, and / 

(b) information for initiating activation of said 
method upon a predetermined event; and / 

acquiring and decoding said method yusing said method 
description information; and / 

initiating activation of said method upon said 
predetermined event using said method description information. 



/ 

42. A method according to flaim 41, wherein said 
acquiring step comprises / 

acquiring said method from a/ second source different to 
said first source, using one of (a) an Internet URL, (b) an Internet IP 
address, (c) an Email address, and (d)/a telephone/fax/videophone 
number. 



43. A method according to claim 41, wherein said 
initiating activation step comprises 

initiating activation of s^id method by at least one of, (a) 
activating said method in response /to user selection of a command or 
displayed menu item, (b) activating said method in response to a 
scheduled event, (c) activating jaid method in sequence following 
completion of a particular function, and (d) activating said method 
substantially immediately said /method is processed and ready for 
activation. 
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44. A method for processing pacldbtized program 
information from a first source to provide data content of a program, 
comprising the steps of: 

5 identifying ancillary information in' said packetized 

program information, said ancillary information including, 

(a) a first identifier for identifying a location of data 
representing a multimedia object, and / 

(b) a second identifier for identifying a location of 

10 data representing program guide information^ and 

/ 

(c) a third identifier for identifying a location of data 
representing a video program in said packetized program information, 
and I 

acquiring and decoding sa/d multimedia object, said 
15 program guide information and said viiieo program data using said 
ancillary information; and / 

formatting acquired data ^fpr display. 

45. A method according to claim 44, wherein said ancillary 
20 information further includes | 

(d) a fourth identifier for identifying a location of 
data representing a method. 

46. A method according to claim 44, wherein said said 
25 first, second and third identifiers identify a location of said 

multimedia object in either one of (a) said packetized program 
information from said first source, and (b) information derived from a 
second source different to said first source. 

! 
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47. A method according to claiiri 46, wherein said 
information is derived from said second source different 
to said first source using one of (a) an Internet aJRL, (b) an Internet IP 
address, (c) an Email address, (d) a te^pphone/fax/videophone 
number. 



48. A method according to /claim 44, wherein said 
formatting step includes the steps of 

associating said multimedia object with one of (a) a video 
10 image, and (b) audio data, and 

forming a composite image for diiplay combining said 
multimedia object and at least one of, /a) an electronic program guide, 
(b) a video program, and (c) an Internet web page image. 
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